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SUBJECT: GUYANESE VIEWS ON STATE OF RELATIONS WITH US 

SUMMARY: ACTING FONMIN TOLD US CHARGE THIS WEEK THAT 

CHANGES IN US FOREIGN POLICY UNDER CARTER ADMINISTRATION, 

PARTICULARLY US ACCEPTANCE IN PRINCIPLE OF NEW INTERNATIONAL- 

ECONOMIC ORDER AND ITS SOUTHERN AFRICA POLICY, HAD REMOVED MAJOR 

DIFFERENCES IN US-GOG FOREIGN POLICIES. OTHER GUYANESE 

ALSO HAVE EXPRESSED OPINION THAT RELATIONS SHOULD CONTINUE 

IMPROVING. ALTHOUGH US POLICIES, HEIGHTENED AWARENESS BY 

GUYANESE OF LIMITATIONS ON GUYANA, AND RECENT US 

DIPLOMACY MAKE PROSPECTS FOR FRIENDLY US-GOG RELATIONS 

BETTER THAN IN PAST, THE GUYANESE MAY BE TOO OPTIMISTIC. 

SOME CAUSES OF FRICTION, INCLUDING THE GOG EFFORTS TO 
BALANCE OFF EAST AND WEST, SOVIET AND CUBAN DIPLOMATIC 
EFFORTS, AND THE PRESSURES GENERATED BY THE PRO-MOSCOW 
OPPOSITION, ARE STILL PRESENT. THUS OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
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IMPROVEMENT OF US-GUYANA RELATIONS ARE PRESENT, BUT SO 
ARE POTENTIAL IMPEDIMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING DISCUSSION WITH ME ON JUNE 13 OF UNDER 
SECRETARY HABIB'S SCHEDULE IN GUYANA, ACTING FONMIN HUBERT 
JACK COMMENTED ON STATUS OF US-GOG RELATIONS. AMBASSADOR 
MANN AND ACTING PERMSEC SEARWAR WERE ALSO PRESENT. JACK 
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HAD INQUIRED WHETHER THE UNDER SECRETARY HAD SPECIFIC 
SUBJECTS THAT HE WISHED TO DISCUSS AND I HAD REPLIED 
THAT I HAD NO SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON THAT BUT BELIEVED 
HE WOULD WANT TO DISCUSS US-GOG RELATIONS INCLUDING THE 
GOG'S CURRENT POSITIONS ON MULTILATERAL ISSUES OF INTEREST 
TO THE US, THE THRUST OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S 
FOREIGN POLICIES, THE OVERALL SITUATION IN THE CARIBBEAN 
AND THE GOG'S PERSPECTIVE ON THE AREA. HE PROBABLY WOULD 
BE INTERESTED IN GUYANA'S POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
PHILOSOPHY AND PLANS. 

2. DURING THE ENSUING DISCUSSION, JACK SAID THINGS HAD 
CHANGED DRAMATICALLY SINCE LAST YEAR. IN VIEW OF THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S NEW APPROACHES TO NORTH-SOUTH 
ISSUES, PARTICULARLY ITS ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONCEPT THAT 
A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER SHOULD BE CREATED, 
AND ITS POLICIES ON SOUTHERN AFRICA, MAJOR PROBLEMS 
BETWEEN THE US AND THE GOG HAD BEEN REMOVED. THE 
REMAINING DIFFERENCES WERE MATTERS OF DEGREE RATHER THAN 
OPPOSING POINTS OF VIEW. 

3. COMMENT: JACK'S VIEW THAT MAJOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
THE US AND GUYANA ON SIGNIFICANT FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES NO 
LONGER EXIST APPEARS TO BE GENERALLY SHARED BY MANY 
GUYANESE; HOWEVER, THE REASONS FOR THIS APPARENT CHANGE 
DIFFER ACCORDING TO THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE PERSON DOING 
THE COMMENTING. MODERATES IN THE GOVERNMENT, AWARE THAT 
MUCH OF THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAST PROBLEMS RESTED WITH 
THE GOG AND THE WAY ITS POLICIES WERE EXPRESSED, HAVE 
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WELCOMED THE NEW ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF THEIR MORE 
RADICAL AND SUSPICIOUS COLLEAGUES. THE LATTER TEND TO 
ASSERT THAT THEY WERE RIGHT ALL ALONG, BUT WELCOME THE 
US’ MOVEMENT TOWARD THE GOG'S POSITIONS. THE IMPORTANT 
THING, HOWEVER, IS THAT THE STEADY IMPROVEMENT IN US-GOG 
RELATIONS SINCE JANUARY APPEARS TO BE WELCOMED BY THE 
MAJORITY OF GUYANESE. 

4. 1 SUSPECT THAT SOME OF OUR GUYANESE FRIENDS MAY BE 
OVER-OPTIMISTIC ABOUT OBSTACLES TO GOOD RELATIONS HAVING 
DISAPPEARED. TRUE, A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING THE WAY 
THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAS DEFINED AND EXPRESSED ITS 
POLICIES, RECENT US DIPLOMACY, AN INCREASED MATURITY ON 
THE PART OF SOME GUYANESE OFFICIALS AND LEADERS, PLUS 
THE PRESSURES OF GUYANA'S ECONOMIC TROUBLES, MAKE THE 
PROSPECTS FOR FRIENDLY US-GOG RELATIONS BETTER THAN THEY 
HAVE BEEN FOR YEARS. NEVERTHELESS, FACTORS 
STILL EXIST WHICH COULD CAUSE FRICTION IN US-GOG RELATIONS. 
THE LATTER INCLUDE THE PENCHANT OF THE GOG TO TRY TO 
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MAINTAIN A BALANCE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST, THE DIPLOMATIC 
EFFORTS OF THE SOVIETS AND THE CUBANS AIMED AT ACQUIRING 
A FOOTHOLD ON THE SOUTH AMERICAN CONTINENT, THE 
ACTIVITIES OF A STRONG PRO-SOVIET AND ANTI-US OPPOSITION, 

AND THE CURRENT POLITICAL TROUBLES OF BURNHAM'S PEOPLE S 
NATIONAL CONGRESS (PNC). ANY OF THESE COULD POSE 
PROBLEMS FOR THE US IN GUYANA. 

BLACKEN 
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